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Cons{ruction work is progessing on the new Christ Lutheran Church near Gordon.

Church building taking shape

Members hope it is ready for Christmas

By Peter Bortner
Fhe REPUBLICAN

GORDON — Two northern Schuyikill Coun-
ty Lutheran congregalions, along with some
members of two others, are building a new
sanctuary they hope io have ready for a
Christmas service.

Christ United Lutheran Church wiil soon
stand on Airport Road approximately one mile
west of Gordon in Barry Township near the
airport, according to Elmer Miller, a member
of Christ Unifed Lutheran's church council.

The church has resulied from the combi-
nation of St. Peter’s Lutheran Church, Lavelle,
and St John's Lutheran Church, Barry Town-
ship. Additionally, several former members of
81. Paul's Lutheran Church, Gordon, and Zi-
on's Lutheran Church, Girardville, have joined
the new congregation, according to Miller.

The church is under the leadership of the
Rev. Joseph A. Serafin, who had pasiored both
St. Peter’s and 5t. John's. ~

“People are going to miss their old build-
ings, but evervbody's excited aboul the new
building and the chance to worship together,”
Rev, Serafin said. .

Construction of the new sanctuary started
in the soring and is well an ifs wav to comnle.

tion, Miller said.

Rev. Serafin estimated the cost of the new
church would be more than §76,000.

The congregation hopes o spend the holi-
day season in the new building, Miller said.

“They're aiming for Thanksgiving or
Christmas thal we would have our first sery-
ice inside the church,” Miller said.

On Sunday, some members of the congre-
gation held their first worship service under
the roof, Rev, Serafin said.

Formation of the new church was dictated
by economics, according to Miller.

5t. Paul's and Zion's had been parties to the
discussion about forming the new church but
decided not to join it, Miller said.

Rev. Serafin said the new church would al-
low members of the two churches, which are
actually part of one large congregation, to gel
to know one another.

8t Paul's, Zion’s, 8t John's, St Peter’s and
Good Shepherd Lutheran Church in Ashiand
joined together as one congregation Jan. 1
1969, he said. The individual churches were
called chapels.

Good Shepherd left the other four churches
in the late 1970s, Rev. Serafin said. Zion went
on its own three years ago and 5t Paul's left
thig vear. he said.
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Rebert Carl of Ashland, left, and Cari Sell
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